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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  19&9» 


Tel:  Prudhoe  2281 

Council  Offices, 
l8,  South  Road, 
PRUDHOE, 

Northumberland . 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Foster  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  privilege  to  present  the  annual  report  on  the 
health  of  the  district. 

The  population  shows  an  increase  of  200  and  this  must  be  due 
to  new  private  housing  development  within  the  district.  The  birth 
rate  is  again  low  and  for  the  first  time  the  number  of  births  is 
smaller  than  the  number  of  deaths. 

For  the  second  year  running  no  notifications  of  tuberculosis 
outside  the  hospital  have  been  received.  The  amount  of  infectious 
disease  notified  during  1969  was  also  small. 

Reference  is  made  on  page  15  to  industrial  developments  in 
the  area. 

Once  again  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council 
for  their  interest  in  health  matters. 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  C.  T.  Smith 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District  in  acres 


Registrar  General's  estimate  of  population 
Inhabited  Houses  .  ... 


Rateable  Value 


Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . • . 


Population  Trends 


Year  1951 

...  9,484 

1956 

...  9,950 

1961 

...  9,990 

1962 

...  10,180 

1963 

...  10,330 

1964 

...  10,490 

1965 

...  10,380 

1966 

...  10 , 660 

1967 

...  10 , 660 

1968 

...  10,730 

1969 

...  10,930 

3*889 
1969.  10,930 
...  3,364 

...£274,894 
*  *  •£«  1 , 062 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Numbers 

Male  Female  TOTAL 

LIVE  BIRTHS  .  59  62  121 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

Comparability  factor:  0.94 
Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS  .  1  3  4 

Illegitimate  birth  rate  per  100  total 

live  births 

STILLBIRTHS  .  2  1  3 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and 

stillbirths 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILLBIRTHS  ...  6l  63  124 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR. 

Infant  mortality  rate  (Deaths  in 
the  first  year  of  life  per  1,000 
live  births) . 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths.  ... 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4  WEEKS 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (Stillbirths 
+  deaths  in  the  first  week  per 
1,000  total  births)  . 

DEATHS  .  63 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population.. 

Comparability  factor:  1.13 
Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000  population 


2  2 


Nil 

Nil 


64  127 


There  have 
Prudhoe 


been  no  maternal  deaths  in 
since  1956. 


RATES 
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11.1 
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DEATHS 


Infant  Deaths 


Both  infant  deaths  were  in  the  post-neonatal  period. 

One  was  at  two  months  due  to  pneumococcal  meningitis  and  the 
other  at  eight  months  due  to  broncho  pneumonia. 


Stillbirths 

One  was  due  to  hydrops  foetalis,  one  to  placental 
insufficiency  and  the  other  was  an  intra-uterine  death  with 
no  further  cause  ascertainable. 


Principal  Causes  of  Death 

There  were  29  deaths  at  the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital 
accounting  for  most  of  the  deaths  in  the  younger  age  groups. 
The  remainder  of  the  district  had  98  deaths  and  the  crude 
death  rate  was  10.4. 


Total 


Home 


No. 

% 

No.  % 

No. 

% 

0  cl  IT  C6T  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

•  •  • 

20 

(15.7) 

5  (17.3) 

15 

(15.3) 

Ischaemic  heart  disease. 

•  • « 

25 

(19.7) 

2  (  6.8) 

23 

(23.9) 

Cerebro-vascular  disease 

•  •  • 

10 

( 7.9) 

- 

10 

(10.2) 

Other  heart  &  circulatory 

disease 

20 

U5.7) 

1  (  3-9) 

19 

(19.4) 

Respiratory  disease 

•  •  • 

30 

(23.6) 

11  (38.0) 

19 

(19.9) 

Other  diseases  . 

•  •  • 

18 

(19.2) 

9  (31.1) 

9 

(  9.2) 

Vn.ol.6nc6  •••  » •  •  ••• 

•  •  • 

4 

(  3-2) 

1  (  3.9) 

3 

(  3.1) 

127 

29 

98 
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Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  cases 


Deaths  from  Cancer 


Age  at 

death 

5 

+  \ 

15  + 

25 

+ 

35  + 

45  + 

55  + 

65 

+ 

75 

+ 
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Other  tumours.. 

M 

F 

1 
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1 

1 

Total 
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1* 

1* 
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1 
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1 
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2* 
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U*** 

9** 

*  Indicates  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  cases 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


One  new  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  to  the  Prudhoe 
and  Monkton  Hospital  was  notified  during  1969* 


Tuberculosis  Registers 


January,  196 9 
December,  1969 


Pulmonary  N  on-Pulmonary 

Male  Female  Male  Female 


Total 


9  4  3  16 

8  4  3  13 


Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital 

January,  1969  •••  9  9 

December,  1969  •••  10  9 


1  1 
1  1 


20 

21 


Comparison  with  Previous  Years 

(excluding  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital) 

Year  New  Cases  Notified 

— - —  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Average  1931/1955  . . .  10  2 

Average  1956/1960  ...  5  1 

1961  .  3 

1962  .  1  1 

1963  5 

1964  4 

1965  . 

1966  3  1 

1967  3  2 

1968  . 

1969  . 


Deaths 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notifications  received 


Under 

1  year 

1-4 

5-14 

15-64 

65  + 

TOTAL 

Dysentery . 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

— 

2 

3 

- 

3 

Scarlet  Fever. .... 

- 

1 

3 

- 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough. . . . 

1 

3 

6 

“ * 

10 

Month  of  notification 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Deer 

Dysentery . 

•• 

.. 

2 

— 

— 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever..... 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

-  . 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough. . . . 

1 

3 

1 

*• 

*— 

3 

2 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


Since  early  1968,  the  following  schedule  for  immunisation 
and  vaccination  has  been  in  use. 


Age 


Vaccine 


1  4  months 

2  6  months 

3  12  months 

4  2nd  year 

3  2nd  year 

6  4/5  years 

7  10/12  years 

8  On  leaving  school 


Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 
Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 
Triple  Antigen  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 
Measles. 

Smallpox. 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 
B.C.G.,  (if  necessary  after  skin  test). 
Tetanus  and  Oral  Poliomyelitis. 


In  comparing  the  number  of  completed  courses  for  diphtheria, 
pertussis,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis  for  children  born  in  a  given  year 
with  the  number  of  births  in  that  year,  it  would  seem  that  nearly 
all  children  are  receiving  their  vaccines.  If  any  child  has  not 
been  immunised  by  the  time  he  starts  school  the  parents  are  again 
contacted  and  the  few  not  previously  immunised  are  caught  up  then. 

The  number  of  children  receiving  smallpox  vaccination  has 


been  diminishing  steadily 

over  the 

last 

five  years. 

Year 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Number 

Vaccinated 

122 

118 

79 

55 

43 

Measles  vaccination  was  introduced  in  1968  when  230  children 
under  the  age  of  eight  were  vaccinated.  In  1969 i  one  of  the 
manufacturers  had  to  withdraw  supplies  and  for  most  of  the  year 
there  was  very  little  vaccine  available. 
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Immunisation  and  Vaccination 


Year  of  Birth 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1962/65 

1953/61 

Total 

Triple  Primary . 

120 

13 

4 

1 

138 

Diphtheria/Tetanus  Primary. . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Diphtheria  Primary . 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Tetanus  Primary . 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Triple  Reinforcing. . . 

— 

1 

90 

26 

11 

1 

129 

Diphtheria/Tetanus  Reinforcing 

- 

— 

3 

2 

152 

3 

160 

Diphtheria  Reinforcing . 

- 

— 

- 

— 

4 

- 

4 

Tetanus  Reinforcing . 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

10 

10 

Poliomyelitis  Primary . 

- 

103 

11 

4 

2 

- 

120 

Poliomyelitis  Reinforcing . 

— 

1 

109 

29 

167 

79 

385 

Measles . 

- 

13 

36 

17 

37 

2 

105 

Smallpox . 

29 

8 

3 

3 

43 
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INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENTS 


In  May  1969  it  was  announced  that  Kimberly-Clark  were 
to  build  a  large  factory  at  Low  Prudhoe  for  the  manufacture  of 
paper  tissue.  This  will  bring  some  much  needed  employment  to 
the  area.  The  factory  will  give  rise  to  problems  with  water  use 
and  sludge  disposal  but  there  will  be  no  significant  atmospheric 
pollution  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained.  At  the  same  time  as 
this  welcome  development  was  announced  we  heard  that  feasibility 
studies  were  being  made  for  the  building  of  a  pulp  mill  on  an 
adjacent  site  and  this  has  given  rise  to  much  anxiety  about 
atmospheric  pollution  in  this  part  of  the  Tyne  valley.  Wood 
pulping  has  been  described  as  ‘'inherently  malodorous”  and  if  a 
planning  application  is  made  it  will  need  to  be  looked  into  with 
great  care  from  the  point  of  view  of  atmospheric  pollution. 

The  site  is  apparently  a  good  one  from  the  point  of  view  of 
obtaining  supplies  of  wood  and  large  quantities  of  water  are 
available.  On  the  other  hand  the  Tyne  valley  is  rather  steep 
on  both  sides  and  any  gases  produced,  and  particularly  heavy- 
gases  such  as  hydrogen  sulphide  are  liable  to  remain  in  the 
area  with  disastrous  effects  for  Wylam  and  Ovingham.  Dispersal 
of  gases  via  a  very  high  chimney  is  likely  to  cause  nuisance  to 
Prudhoe,  Stocksfield,  Crawcrook  and  Heddon  and  even  further 
afield. 

While  obviously  we  have  to  wait  to  see  what  proposals  are 
made  it  would  seem  that  geographical  considerations,  i.e.,  a 
somewhat  enclosed  valley  with  a  population  of  over  fifteen  thousand 
within  a  three  mile  radius  and  which  has  recently  been  developed 
as  a  residential  area,  would  rule  out  an  industry  producing 
large  quantities  of  noxious  or  malodorous  gases. 
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REPORT 


of  the 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


For  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1969 « 


To:  Dr.  Smith, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report. 
INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Water  Supply  . 

Drainage  . 

Stables  and  Piggeries . 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers  ... 

Caravan  Sites  . 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  . 

Bakehouses,  Bakers  and  Confectioners 

Public  Conveniences  . 

Places  of  Entertainment  and  Licensed  Premises... 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  . 

Refuse  Disposal . 

Pest  Control  . 

Clean  Air  . . 

Schools  and  Shops . 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

Noise  Abatement .  ... 

Public  Health  Acts  . 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  . 

Inquiries  and  Disinfection  in  cases  of  Infectious 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors . 

Butchers,  Canteens,  Dairies,  Fishmongers,  Grocers 

and  Food  Preparing  Premises 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  and  Restaurants  . 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers’  Carts . 

Miscellaneous  Visits  (General  Sanitation).  ... 
Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  . 


Dis 


35 
85 
10 

13 
7 

63 
31 
55 
49 
12 
194 
85 
55 
75 
124 

14 
215 
292 

ease  25 
24 

155 
38 
17 
142 
29 


1,844 


Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 


of  Nuisances  Found  . 

of  Nuisances  Abated  . 

of  Verbal  Notices  Served  . 

of  Verbal  Notices  Complied  With  . . 

of  Informal  Notices  Served . 

of  Informal  Notices  Complied  With, 
of  Statutory  Notices  Served..  .. 
of  Statutory  Notices  Complied  With 


71 

71 

51 

51 

184 

185 
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HOUSING 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Edgewell  estate  was  nearing 
completion,  117  houses  centrally  heated  by  gas  being  practically 
occupied.  Another  l4  bungalows  at  Broomhill  were  also  in  an 
advanced  state.  With  the  building  of  these  houses  the  Council  was 
able  to  remove  the  last  remaining  tenants  of  the  96  prefabricated 
bungalows  at  Errington  Place  and  Broomhill  and  demolition  of  these 
houses  was  put  in  hand.  These  prefabricated  bungalows  were  built 
in  1946/1947  and  had  provided  houses  over  the  past  20  years  when  the 
need  was  greatest.  The  Council  continued  to  improve  their  pre-war* 
houses  and  work  proceeded  steadily  at  Castle  Dene,  Mickley  and  Edgewell 
estates. 

The  building  of  private  houses  also  proceeded  at  Paddock  Wood 
where  plots  of  land  were  sold  to  persons  wishing  to  build  their  own 
houses.  At  Mickley,  roads  and  sewers  were  constructed  for  a  further 
30  houses  to  be  built  by  William  Leech  (Builders)  Limited  and  at  the 
end  of  1969  over  100  houses  had  been  built  on  the  Castle  Hill  estate. 
Wimpey  &  Co.  Ltd's  estate  at  Painshawfield  Road,  Stocksfield,  continued 
steadily  where  119  houses  were  to  be  built  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
55  houses  had  been  completed.  A  further  13  houses  at  Drawback  were 
also  under  construction  by  private  builders.  Plans  were  also  in  hand 
to  provide  housing  accommodation,  25  aged  persons  flatlets,  at  West 
Wylam  on  a  site  west  of  the  County  Council  Clinic. 

The  Housing  Act,  1969,  received  the  Royal  Assent  in  July,  this 
Act  being  passed  to  stimulate  improvements  to  houses.  Every  assistance 
and  advice  is  given  to  anyone  contemplating  improvements  to  property 
so  that  houses  in  the  district  may  be  brought  up  to  a  satisfactory 
standard . 

Improvements  to  private  houses  continued  throughout  the  year 
and  at  the  end  of  1969,  177  houses  had  received  discretionary  grants. 


New  Houses  completed  during 

With  State 

Unaided 

Total 

the  year 

Assistance 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  . 

77 

—  — 

77 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority 

— 

— 

(c)  By  Private  Persons  ...  ... 

—  — 

99 

99 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  District . 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority. . • 


3,364 

1,560 
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ACTION  WITH  REGARD  TO  UNFIT  HOUSES 


CLOSING  AND  DEMOLITION 

(1)  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  .  75 

(2)  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas . 

(3)  Houses  Closed,  not  demolished  . 

(4)  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as 

dwellings  and  not  included  above . 

REPAIRS 

Houses  made  fit 

(5)  By  informal  action  .  ...  19 

(6)  By  owners,  following  statutory  notice  . 

(7)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners . 

(8)  Demolition  Orders* revoked  after  reconstruction.. 


SLUM  CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME  1970  -  1973  (Circular  92/69) 


Housing  Act,  1957 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

Part  III  Houses  to  be  cleared 

16 

18 

12 

10 

Part  II  Houses  likely  to  be 

subject  to  demolition 
or  closing  orders. 

6 

4 

1  4 

Approximate  number  of  unfit  houses 
likely  to  remain  after  1973* ♦  ••  20 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 

(1)  Applications  submitted  to  local  authority  during  year  7 

(2)  Applications  rejected . 

(3)  Applications  approved .  7 

(4)  Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house  ...  £290 

(5)  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  in  area 

since  inception  of  scheme  .  177 


STANDARD  GRANTS 


(1)  Number  of  separate  houses  for  which 

grants  have  been  made  . 

(2)  Number  of  houses  so  provided  with 

(a)  Bath  or  shower  . 

(b)  Wash  hand  basin  . 

(c)  Hot  water  supply  . 

(d)  Water  Closet  . 

(e)  Food  store  . 


During  the  Total  to 
Year  Date 

4  4l 


4 

4 

4 

1 

2 


36 

36 

36 

3 

3 


Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

There  were  four  privy  closets  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 
and  all  houses  had  a  piped  water  supply  from  the  mains  of  the 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company. 
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Public  Conveniences. 


Branch  End,  Stocksfield. 

Road  Ends ,  Prudhoe . 

To  maintain  these  premises  in  a  fit  state  for  members  of  the 
public,  weekly  inspections  were  made  and  daily  cleansing  of  the 
interiors  of  the  apartments  carried  out. 

v 

I  have  to  report  that  flushing  pipes  were  torn  out,  glass  broken 
and  toilet  seats  removed.  This  vandalism  occurred  at  both  conveniences 
and  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  such  damage  is  wilfully  done 
when  the  cost  has  to  be  met  by  the  ratepayers  of  the  district  and 
also  considerable  inconvenience  is  caused  to  the  members  of  the  public 
using  these  facilities. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  (House  and  Trade  Refuse) . 

This  service  was  again  carried  out  in  an  efficient  and  very 
satisfactory  manner  although  as  previously  reported  last  year  the 
volume  of  refuse  continued  to  increase.  This  is  caused  by  the 
elimination  of  coal  burning  fires  and  the  building  of  houses  using 
gas,  oil  or  electricity.  The  increase  in  packaging  materials  for 
various  refrigerated  foods  and  the  use  of  plastic  containers  also 
helps  to  raise  the  volume  of  refuse. 

Miners  coal  is  still  burned  by  a  number  of  houses  on  the 
Council's  estates  and  heaps  of  coal  can  be  seen  dumped  on  the  verges 
from  time  to  time. 

There  is  also  an  increase  in  requests  for  the  removal  of  large 
unwanted  household  articles. 

The  replacement  of  the  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Refuse  Collection 
fore  and  aft  tipper  will  shortly  be  necessary  as  the  vehicle  will  soon 
be  in  its  thirteenth  year  and  a  vehicle  with  a  crushing  bar  will  be 
required  to  compress  the  refuse  into  a  smaller  volume. 

West  Wylam  Tip  was  given  attention  and  the  Drott  machine  again 
proved  to  be  useful  in  placing  covering  material  on  the  open  face  to 
prevent  nuisance  by  fire. 

During  1969 ,  112  dustbins  were  replaced  on  council  estates. 

Litter  posters  were  obtained  and  displayed  throughout  the 
district. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


The  register  at  the  end  of  1969  was  as  follows 


G ar  ag  es  • .  •  • • •  « . .  « « «  .  . . 

Joiners'  and  Builders'  Premises  ... 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairers . 

Sanitary  Pipes  and  Brickworks . 

Blacksmiths  and  Light  Engineering  . . . 

Battery  Charging . 

Chemical  Works  ...  . . . 

Miscellaneous  (Building  operations,  etc.) 
Engineering  Works . 


Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(1) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authorities. 

18 

33 

(2) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(l)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  local 
authority  . 

21 

24 

(3) 

Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
local  authority  (excluding 
Outworkers'  Premises)  ... 

3 

6 

Total  . 

42 

63 

— 

— 

• 

Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Referred 

Prose- 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To 

H.M.I . 

By 

H.M.I. 

cutions 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . . 

2 

2 

WB  — 

mmmtm 

Overcrowding  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature . 

— 

— - 

— 

-- 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors.. 
Sanitary  Conveniences • 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  Separate  for  Sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T  otcil  •  •  •  •  •  • 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

-20- 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act  -  Outwork 


Paper  bags  . 

The  making  of  boxes 
or  other  receptacles 
or  parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or 
partially  of  paper. 

Total  . 

Section  133 

No.  of 
Out-workers 
in  August  list 
required  by 
Section  133(l)(c) 

5 

No.  of 

cases  of  default 
in  sending  lists 
to  the  Council 

No.  of 
Prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

3 

— 

— 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT ,  1933 

Section  13  -  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Bakehouses 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

13 

Butchers 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

29 

Canteens,  Restaurants  8c 

Snack  Bars 

34 

Clubs 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

6 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

19 

General  Dealers  8c 

Confectioners. . . 

137 

Hospital  Kitchens 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Public  Houses... 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  0 

48 

School  Kitchens. 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

10 

UNSOUND  FOOD 

Cheese  . 

Fruit  ...  ... 

Ham  . 

Chopped  Pork  . . . 
Corned  Beef  . . . 
Various  canned  and 
bottled  foods 


SURRENDERED 

39  lbs. 

3  lbs. 

11  lbs. 

. .  4  lbs. 

18  lbs. 

..  219  contrs. 


Disposal  of  Unsound  Food 


This  food  has  been  disposed  of  at  the  West  Wylam  refuse 
tip  by  burying. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 »  Section  16  -  Registration  of  Premises 


Premises  for  sale  of  ice  cream  and  the  manufacture  of 
sausages  and  other  foods. 

Six  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
all  were  placed  in  grade  1  category  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
who  carried  out  the  examination  of  these  samples  at  their  Westgate 
Road  premises.  As  usual  itinerant  vans  selling  ice  cream  were 
inspected  from  time  to  time. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1933*  Section  63  -  Slaughter  Houses 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  all  meat 
for  butchers  shops  being  supplied  from  either  Newcastle  or  Hexham. 

Control  and  Supervision  of  Milk  Supplies 

14  samples  of  milk,  untreated,  pasteurised  or  homogenised, 
were  taken  by  the  Northumberland  County  Health  Inspector  and 
in  every  case  the  laboratory  results  were  satisfactory.  Some 
of  the  samples  were  collected  at  schools. 

Slaughter  of  Poultry  Act,  1967  ~  Poultry  Inspection 

There  is  a  large  poultry  rearing  establishment  near  Mickley 
Square  but  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  district. 

Following  a  letter  from  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social 
Security  regarding  the  sale  of  substandard  poultry,  special 
attention  was  given  to  this  matter  in  retail  shops  and 
butchering  premises. 

Water  Supply 

The  water  supplied  to  all  houses  and  other  premises  by  the 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  has  again  proved  excellent 
after  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Swimming  Pool,  Front  Street,  Prudhoe. 

Inspections  of  the  above  premises  were  carried  out  from 
time  to  time  and  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  pool  particularly 
after  use  by  patrons.  The  premises  were  found  at  all  times 
to  be  in  good  condition  and  the  results  reported  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  after  examination  of  the  pool  water  were  also 
up  to  a  good  standard. 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936*  Section  269  ~  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds* 


Some  caravans  were  being  used  on  a  temporary  basis  by  men 
employed  on  large  construction  works  at  Kimberly-Clark's  site,  Low 
Prudhoe.  These  men  find  it  difficult  to  obtain  lodging  accommodation 
and  from  my  inspections,  the  sites  were  being  kept  in  a  reasonable 
state.  The  caravans  are  generally  only  occupied  for  five  days  per  week. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation  of  Premises 


A  number  of  complaints  were  received  regarding  infestations  by 
cockroaches,  clover  mites,  wasps  and  flies,  and  also  nuisances  arising 
by  pigeons  roosting  on  buildings.  In  each  case  the  measures  adopted 
were  successful  in  eradicating  the  trouble. 

Offensive  Trades.  Public  Health  Act,  1936  -  Section  107 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  area. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960 


Posters  were  displayed  on  various  sites  and  during  the  year 
two  complaints  were  dealt  with. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1936. 

Whilst  there  are  no  smoke  control  areas  in  the  district 
steady  improvement  under  the  Clean  Air  Act  is  continuing.  The 
removal  of  coal  burning  prefab  bungalows  at  Errington  Place  and 
Broomhill  where  smoke  was  discharged  at  a  low  level  has  made 
conditions  in  the  area  much  better. 

The  Council's  new  houses  at  Edgewell  and  Broomhill  are  gas- 
fired  and  75  -  8CP/o  of  private  houses  now  being  built  are  heated  by 
gas  or  electricity. 

The  only  large  premises  using  coal  or  solid  fuel  were 
Eltringham  Pipe  Works,  N.C.B.,  Brickworks  at  West  Wylam,  Prudhoe  and 
Monkton  Hospital,  Eastwood  and  Moor  Road  Schools. 

The  Council  Offices,  Swimming  Baths,  Employment  Exchange, 
Churches  at  Mickley  and  Prudhoe,  Pointing's  Factory,  Low  Prudhoe, 
and  some  clubs  are  all  now  heated  by  gas  or  oil.  This  process 
of  displacing  the  use  of  solid  fuel  is  continuing  particularly  since 
the  loss  of  'Gloco'  from  the  local  gas  works. 

Two  cupolas  were  erected  at  the  Low  Prudhoe  factory  of 
J.  Hyslop  Ltd.,  for  smelting  scrap  iron.  These  were  observed 
regularly  and  action  taken  to  deal  with  any  nuisance. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 


Registration  and  General  Inspection 

Four  premises  were  added  to  the  register  in  1969  and  the 
register  shows  a  complete  list  of  all  premises  under  Section  49  of 
the  Act.  No  special  difficulties  were  encountered  and  improvements 
were  noted  in  both  heating  and  lighting  arrangements.  On  checking 
up  on  first  aid  equipment  it  was  revealed,  in  some  cases,  that 
supplies  had  not  always  been  replenished. 

It  was  noted  that  new  premises  coming  into  use  are  much  better 
designed,  particularly  with  regard  to  walls,  ceilings  and  floors. 

Two  accidents  occurred  and  were  fully  investigated  and  reported 
to  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity. 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  Premises 

newly  registered 

Total  No.  of 
registered 

No.  of  registered 

premises  receiving 

one  or  more 

during  the 

year 

premises  at 

end  of  year 

general  inspections 

during  the  year 

Offices  . 

18 

15 

Retail  shops.  ... 

4 

46 

42 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

amm 

1 

1 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 
canteens . 

10 

10 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

2 

2 

Totals. . . 

4 

77 

70 

Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  to  Registered  Premises:  124 
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Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises: 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of 
Persons  employed 

OtJTices  •  •  •  •  •  •  ••• 

63 

Retail  shops . 

232 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

2 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public  . 

55 

Canteens  •••  •••  ••• 

3 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

_ 2 

Total 

357 

Total  Males 

147 

Total  Females 

210 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


The  number  of  properties  in  the  district  continued  to 

rise. 


There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  infestations 
of  both  rats  and  mice  although  in  every  case  the  infestations 
were  small. 


The  sewers  were  clear  of  rats. 


Type  of  Property 

Non-Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Properties  other  than  sewers 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district. 

3,389 

27 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 

inspected  following 

notification . 

85 

— 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (l)  Rats.. 

40 

—  — 

(2)  Mice.. 

32 

— 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or 

mice  for  reasons  other  than 

notification . . . 

91 

8 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (l)  Rats.. 

6 

— 

(2)  Mice.. 

8 

— 

Sewers 

4.  Were  any  sewers  infested  by  rats 

during  the  year? 

No. 

Conclusion 


I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Bewick,  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  the  past  four  years,  who  did  not  seek  re- 
election  to  the  Council;  to  Dr.  H.C.T.  Smith,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  for  his  support  and  to  Mr.  A.G.A.  Groome,  Clerk  of  the  Council, 
for  his  advice  and  co-operation. 


Yours  faithfully, 

W.  G.  Tweddle, 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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